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Message from the President: 

I can't believe that the 2011 season is already underway.  The Town Lake series has been well 

attended as ever, and the Buffalo Bayou Regatta is just around the corner.  We have a Texas 

canoe or kayak race on the calendar pretty much every weekend for January, February, March, 

and April! 

We have some significant changes in the points system for this year: 

- In order to earn points in the TCKRA points system (and paddler of the year awards) for any 

given race, you must be a TCKRA member on race day.   

- Although the basic Cat1 (advanced) / Cat2 (novice) system will remain intact, and Cat2 

paddlers will earn points with virtually all races, the selection of races for Cat1 will change to 

the following: 

1. (Single blade) TCKRA Aluminum State Championship  
2. (Single blade) USCA Aluminum National Championship (in TX this year) 
3. (Single blade) TCKRA USCA C1 State Championship   
4. (Single blade) TCKRA USCA C2 State Championship  
5. (Single blade) TCKRA USCA Mixed State Championship  
6. (Double-blade) TCKRA ICF Flat Water K1 
7. (Double-blade) Colorado River Ramble, K2 only (TCKRA ICF K2 Champs)  
8. (Double-blade) Cuero Turkey Fest, either K1 or K2 only (TCKRA ICF River Champs) 
9. (Double-blade) Laredo Rio Fest, Solo-U/Surfski/K1 only (TCKRA Solo-U Champs) 
10. (Double-blade) Jr Texas Water Safari, Tandem-U/K2 only (TCKRA Tandem-U Champs) 

 

- As you can see from the above list, the TCKRA has made a change to the venue for the TCKRA 

Solo Unlimited Champion awards.  The winners of the Laredo Rio Fest Solo-U/Surfski/K1 

division will be declared the TCKRA Solo Unlimited State Champions. 

- Also, as you can see from the above list, the TCKRA is having a Tandem-Unlimited 

Championship award this year, given to the winners of the Jr. Texas Water Safari. 

- This year, we will give only one paddler of the year award for the Cat1 division (male and 

female).  The state championship races already determine the TCKRA champions in individual 

categories, so the board has decided to simply offer a single overall award for men and women.  



However, for the Cat2 division, the previous categories will remain unchanged.- Take note that 

both Cat1 and Cat2 paddlers are eligible to earn points in the Cat1 division, and all Cat1 division 

races do earn points in the Cat2 division. 

- The final change is that Lee Deviney, after so many years of managing the points system 

database, is handing over responsibility to John Mark Harris.  Lee, thank you for so many years 

of service, and good luck John Mark! 

Speaking of thanks, I would like to thank the outgoing board members (Bruce Tranium,  Debbie 

Richardson  and  Welcome to the 2011 Board and Officers…. [Tommy Yonley, President,  Pete 

Binion VP, Grady Hicks Sec/Treas.,  Tim Curry, Sandy Yonley,  Holly  Orr, Jeremiah Jackson, Bob 

Spain, John Baltzell,  John Mark Harris, Points Chair; Alternates Jay Daniels and Mike 

Vandeveer,]. 

If you are not a TCKRA member, please go ahead and join (a membership form is attached).  If 

you attend a healthy number of races throughout the year, the membership will easily pay for 

its self in race discounts.  If you don't plan on doing a lot of races, I would ask that you support 

the TCKRA with your membership anyway because it is the right thing to do.   

In Memory Of: 

The Texas Canoe and Kayak Racing Association is proud to announce that the Board of 

Directors has approved a one hundred  dollar donation to be made in the memory  of David 

Rask and a one hundred dollar donation in the memory of Lily Cochran to the San Marcos 

River Foundation. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

San Marcos River Spring Cleanup 2011 –March 5th Sat. 

Its time, the spring cleanup is upon us. It is time to take back that which we 

have given to the river. Two REI gift cards will be given away to the TCKRA 

collectors of the most trash. Winner (decision is final, no griping)..  to be 

determined by our cleanup coordinator..Holly Orr. 

* Meet at Palmetto State Park 8:30am to arrange shuttles. 

* REI gift card given away to the TCRA member/team who picks up the 

most amount of trash.         * Bring your own boat 

* Contact Holly Orr if you are interested 

Paddler357@yahoo.com   512-749-2350  

http://webmail.txcyber.com/src/compose.php?send_to=Paddler357%40yahoo.com


Cindy Meurer Inducted into 
the Texas Canoe Racing Hall of Fame 

 

Hall of Fame Night in Martindale.        Pictured Hall of Fame Inductee Cindy Meurer  along with 

Hall of Fame Members from left….Bob Spain, Grady Hicks and Tom Goynes. 

The fall TCKRA awards banquet was a great night in Texas Canoe Racing history when the 

membership and guests came together in December to welcome Cindy Meurer as the fifth  

member to be inducted into the Texas Canoe Racing Hall of Fame since its inception. 

Following the December Solos a large crowd of canoe racers came to Tom and Paula Goynes 

great new facility in Martindale for a special night. The induction ceremonies were honored by 

the presence of  three previously inducted members, Bob Spain, Grady Hicks and Tom Goynes 

(sorely missed was Kathy Derrick) . Grady served as Master of Ceremonies and reviewed 

Cindy’s vast contributions both to the sport and her many paddling accomplishments in the sport 

of canoe racing. Ginsie put together a great slide show reflecting back on Cindy’s paddling 

career and challenged the crowd with a set of entertaining multiple choice questions. Many 

thanks go out to Sandy Yonley and Tom and Paula Goynes for their hospitality and efforts put 

forth  in hosting the event.  

Next time you see Cindy congratulate her and offer thanks for all she has done. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 



TCKRA 2010 Paddler of the Year Awards  

Youth Solo Paddler of the Year 

Melinda Zeek,   Daniel Zeek 

Youth USCA Paddler of the Year 

Melinda Zeek    Daniel Zeek 

Youth Paddler of the Year 

Melinda Zeek      Daniel Zeek 

 

Category Two Winners 

Adult Solo Paddler of the year 

Janie Glos 

John Baltzell 

Adult USCA Paddler of the Year 

Stephanie McFerren 

Garrett Jones 

Adult Paddler of the Year 

Stephanie McFerren 

John Baltzell 

 

Category One Winners 

Adult Solo Paddler of the year 

Erin MaGee 

Tommy Yonley 

Adult USCA Paddler of the Year 

Stephanie McFerren 

Grady Hicks 

Adult Paddler of the Year 

Stephanie McFerren, Tommy Yonley 

 

 

 

2011 Aluminum Nationals Coming to Texas 

The Stock Aluminum Nationals will be coming to Texas this fall. Place the date on your 

calendar …September 24, Bastrop Texas. The course will be run from the 969 bridge to 

Fisherman’s Park in Bastrop. On Sunday a C-2 USCA Pro Race (paying deep into the field) will 

be run on the same course …...so load both boats and line up your partners.  The Texas State 

Aluminum Championships will be held on the same course on August 27th so come get in a 

good practice run and look the course over. 



TEXAS CANOE & KAYAK RACING ASSOCIATION 

2010 STATE ALUMINUM CHAMPIONSHIP RACE 

    

    

    

Competitors Class Time Place 

    
1. Sam Hiker/Stephanie McFerrin Women 2:27:19 1st/State Champ 

2. Donna Cannon/ Brenda Jones Women Master 2:46:27 
1st/State Champ 

  

3. Wade Binion/Jeremiah Jackson Men 2:03:51 1st/State Champ 

4. Jonathan Yonley/Peter Rask Men 2:06:02 2nd 

5. Gaston Jones/ Garrett Jones Men 2:10:18 3rd 

6. Ben Horsley/Nathan Tort Men 2:10:35 4th 

7. Cody Ackerman/Matt Persyn Men 2:12:29 5th 

8. Frank Gray/Phillip Rask Men 2:18:47 6th 

    
9. Roy Tyrone/Dan Timmons Men Master 2:08:59 1st/State Champ 

10. Allen Posnick/John DuPont Men Master 2:16:11 2nd 

11. Gary Mathis/Paul Guenther Men Master 2:22:22 
3rd 
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2011 Laredos RioFest  
 

 

  

After a one year hiatus, due to flooding, the RioFest is back on and scheduled for October. 

Planning for Texas' biggest cash purse kayak and canoe race on the Rio Grande is underway!  

Save the date:  October 14th-16th.  If you missed 2009, you don’t want to miss it this year!  And 

if you made history with us by competing in our inaugural event, make history again by a return 

visit.  The event has grown into a one-of-a kind festival.   

  

This year's  race will be even bigger and better than the 2009 event Including: 

 

A guaranteed purse of $30,000, 

More prize money for women, 

A breakfast and awards ceremony for competitors on Sunday,  

Prizes including a kayak, a Zaveral racing paddle, and more. 

 

 In additional to the canoe race there are a number of activities planned for the whole family. So, 

mark your calendars and stay and enjoy the many planned activities. 

  

The park that is adjacent to the race finishing line will be filled with activities for families, 

including a Kids Mini-Marathon, unique sports camps, a family challenge, as well as great food 

and entertainment.   

 

The evening awaits you with a “Rhythms of the Rio” music extravaganza.   

Discover the flavors of South Texas Spanish heritage and enjoy the historic Rio Grande.   

Visit www.laredosriofest.com for the latest news and updates.   

http://www.laredosriofest.com/


 

The Challenge and Charm of Stage Racing 

Do I have the speed to get out in front? Will I have the endurance to maintain the pace needed to win? 

Do I have the strength and cunning to match my competitors in a heated battle for three days in a 

row? These are a few of the Charms and Challenges of Stage racing.  

Our passion for our sport demands that we answer all these questions.  This is why we train, we 

prepare, and we travel to compete locally, nationally and abroad.   All athletes want to know “how fast 

am I really?” 

The beauty of paddle sport as a competitive passion is the diversity of dedications and venue styles, 

while offering the unity of wanting to be on the water and moving fast.  We paddle on flat water, open 

water, and rivers all in an effort to master our skills. They complement each other, but each is their own 

dedication and one must strive to become an expert in them all. 

There’s canoeing and kayaking.  Ultra distance embraces both.  Ultra distance assures only the best 

survivalists endure the element.    Spec hull racing is mano’ e mano’,(Think NASCAR) it’s not about the 

boat, it’s about the competitors.  How refined is your technique, how fit are you to go fast? 

Stage racing is relatively new to paddle sport her in North America.  There have been stage races in 

Arkansas and Canada in USCA C1 and C2 hulls for years but there has never been a stage race in the 

United States for ICF K2 or K1, aka Olympic sprint style kayak; Greg Barton –Gold Medal. 

Stage racing is about all out speed, strength and endurance.  Every stroke must be assessed towards 

moving the boat forward in the most economic fashion possible.  Portaging with finesse to gain every 

little edge needed to take the stage.   It’s racing at the highest percentage of your athletic, strategic and 

mental ability for 3-4 days straight.  It’s going out hard, and still pushing to your max when you feel 

fatigue coming on.  There are only a few hours of racing each day and there is money to win and leads to 

be extended.   More importantly, there is the fierce competition to keep you motivated and inspired to 

give it everything you’ve got. 

In Texas, we are famous for our non-stop ultra distance technical venue…the Texas Water Safari. In this 

stage race we will embrace the challenge of that difficult course in a technique demanding hull. As we 

communicate with other paddlers around the nation and the world, we find that question repeats – how 

fast am I really? To answer it, at least on the dates of July 15-17, 2011 in Texas, we’ve created Viaje 

del Rio de San Marcos (Tour of the San Marcos River for those without Spanish as a first or 

second language).  The first ICF K2/USCA C2 staged race in the United States. 

www.viajedelriosanmarcos.comJuly 15-17, 2011 

Stage One begins Friday evening with a staggered start, in San Marcos City Park at 4:45pm (USCA C2) 

(continued next page) 

http://www.viajedelriosanmarcos.com/


or 5:00pm (ICF K2).  This section includes five mandatory portages and it encompasses Rio Vista with 

three drops in the first mile then Old Mill, Broken Bone, Cottonseed, and Tiekens rapids over a 5 mile 

span.  Stage one is San Marcos City Park to Staples, TX (FM 1977).  At approximately 

16.5 miles, the leg can be easily covered in less than 3 hours. 

Stage Two begins Saturday with the stage leaders starting at 7:00am and all other teams departing 

at 15 sec. intervals based on their stage 1 finish.  This section is Staples, TX to Luling, Texas – 

Hwy 90 gravel bar.  No dams or mandatory portages, no formal rapids, plenty of sweepers and objects 

to navigate, few straight always.  At approximately 23 miles, this leg can be covered in less than four 

hours. 

Stage Three the final stage Sunday begins with the stage leaders again starting at 7:00am with the 

other teams at 15 sec. intervals based on their stage 2 finish.  The final leg is fromLuling, Texas – 

Highway 90 to Palmetto State Park.  Two large dams with mandatory portages are included 

in this section and 2/3rds of the way thru the leg is Son of Ottine Rapid depending on the water level 

this may also be a portage.  This is a section with fewer sweepers, more open water than the previous 

leg and your final split will be taken ½ mile above the Palmetto State Park walk bridge for safety.  At 

approximately 21 miles, this section can easily be covered less than four hours. 

At the conclusion of stage one Yellow race leader jerseys will be provided to the race leaders; it is 

important to know who to chase. The overall winner is determined by total elapsed 

time for each division and stage hot spot awards will be given. 

To add to the competitive element, there are only two divisions.  ICF K2 and USCA C2.  There are no 

mixed, masters, or open.  Bring it on and bring on the best partner you can find……it’s about strategy 

and athletic prowess! 

The challenge of staged racing lies not in the venue or the hull, but in the athlete in conjunction with 

those things.    How long can I go fast?  A marathon distance of 30k is long, but it is not covered slowly.  

That’s stage racing.  There is not enough distance to allow for many if any errors.  Is there enough 

distance to put real time between you and your competition with your technique and fitness? 

In our particular sport, the race between the national competitive spec canoe design and the 

international competitive spec kayak hull would allow myth to end and more athletic expansion to 

begin.  Is a kayak really faster than a canoe or is it the other way around?  Or, is it more about the 

athlete and what they have trained to do? 

The charm of staged racing encompasses the bigger picture.  It’s a chance to visit the local area, the 

opportunity to bring the family where they will have something enjoyable to do, not “bridge sit” 

watching the competitors fly by.  It’s a downtime atmosphere that allows conversation and camaraderie 

with fellow athletes that you rarely if ever get the opportunity to share ideas and spend time with.  For 

the race administration, it means fewer volunteers, less safety concerns, more community involvement, 

a high sport awareness factor for sponsorship and future racing endeavors. (continued next page) 



So you’re invited to Texas in July to race in a truly competitive format.  Stage, spec hull racing.  Not in 

the heat of the day and not for days on end.  Answer the question “how fast are you really” – put an end 

to the derogatory remarks made by your competition! 

Authors… Erin Magee/John Baltzell 

           

           

           Greens Bayou Canoe Classic 
  Saturday March 26, 2011 
  Sanctioned by the U.S.C.A. 
  

          Come and challenge yourself to win some of the most coveted trophies in Texas canoe racing. 

          Race Schedule 
  

          Adult Classes 
   

Youth Classes 
   

          Course Time Class 
  

Course Time Class 
  

          A 9:30 AM K-1 ICF 
  

A 9:00 AM Junior Unlimited 
 

  
UnlimitedSolo 

 
C 9:05 AM Youth C-2 

  

  
Recreational Solo -  

      

  
Men & Women - Long & Short B 10:15 AM Youth Unlimited 

 B 9:35 AM USCA C-2 Mixed 
      

     
B 10:30 AM USCA C-2 Junior 

 A 12:00 PM USCA C-2 Men 
 

C 10:35 AM Cadet C-2 Boys 
 

     
C 11:00 AM Cadet C-2 Girls 

 B 12:05 PM USCA C-1 Women 
      

     
C 11:30 AM Junior C-2 Novice 

 

          A 2:30 PM USCA C-1 Men 
 

C 2:00 PM Adult/Youth 
 B 

 
USCA C-2 Women 

      

          

          

          
Courses A - 8 miles 

B - 4 
miles C - Lap Course 

   
          Greens Bayou Park will be the start and finish of the racecourse. The A and B courses will be loop courses. 

 The loop will start going downstream.  It will turn at the second bridge and go upstream to buoy past the second bridge and return to  

the start line.  The A course will be two laps and the B will be one lap.  Youth races will be held on a loop course. 

 
          ENTRY FEES:   ADULT CLASSES    $18 for any number of races 

                 YOUTH CLASSES    $12 - any number of races 
                  Adult/Youth race – free anyone who raced or $4 for Insurance. 

   
          (continued on next page) 

        



RACE LOCATION  

The canoe race will be held at Greens Bayou Park. Take I-10, east through Houston.  Take the Uvalde exit 779B(5th exit east of I-610).   

U-turn at Uvalde.  Drive west on the feeder about 1mile.  Turn right, just after the hospital, on Westmont Drive.  Drive about 1/2 mile.  

Greens Bayou park in on the left.  All races will start and finish at the park.  Houston Key Map 496H and 497E. 

 
          GENERAL RULES FOR RACES  

       1. This race will conform to the USCA rules. Any matter involving interpretation of the rules, canoe classes, acceptability of canoes                        

or equipment or any other dispute that may arise will be settled by the Race Officials.  Their decision will be final. 

 2. The race will be held rain or shine except in an electrical storm or other hazardous conditions as determined by the Race officials.       

Cancelling an entry or failure to participate in the event forfeits any paid entry fee. 

   3. Each competitor must have in his or her possession during the entire race a Coast Guard approved Personal Floation Device. 

 All Youth and Cadet entrants are required to wear  

      4. A Junior paddler is one who has not reached age 20 before January 1, 2011.  A youth paddler is one who has not reached age 15                    

before January 1, 2011.  A Cadet paddler is one who has not reached age 12 before January 1, 2011. 

  5. Commonly accepted rules of sportsmanship will prevail. 

     

          For additional information contact Grady Hicks at (713)453-5071.  
   

          

          

          

2011 Racing Schedule 
 

Race/Event Name Points Date City Link 

January 

TX - The Gonzales Winter Run   Sat 01/01/11 Gonzales, TX P247 Event Page  

TX - Texas Winter 100K   Sat 01/15/11 Austin, TX Race Website 

TX - Town Lake Series Race 1   Sun 01/23/11 Austin, TX Race Website 

TX - Town Lake Series Race 2   Sun 01/30/11 Austin, TX Race Website 

February 

TX - Town Lake Series Race 3   Sun 02/06/11 Austin, TX Race Website 

TX - Jay D Race #1   Sat 02/12/11 Houston, TX   

TX - Town Lake Series Race 4   Sun 02/20/11 Austin, TX Race Website 

TX - Jay D Race #2   Sun 02/27/11 Houston, TX   

TX - Battle on the San Jac.   Sat 02/26/11 Houston, TX Race Website 

http://paddle24seven.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=95&Itemid=104
http://texaswinter100k.com/
http://townlakeseries.com/
http://townlakeseries.com/
http://townlakeseries.com/
http://townlakeseries.com/
http://botsj.info/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5&Itemid=2


March 

TX - Buffalo Bayou Regatta   Sat 03/12/11 Houston, TX Race Website 

MS - Battle on the Bayou   Sat 03/12/11 Ocean Springs, MS Race Website 

TX - Safari Seminar   Sat 03/19/11 Luling, TX Event Website 

TX - Hidalgo Falls Canoe and Kayak Race   Sat 03/19/11 Navasota, TX P247 Event Page 

TX - Greens Bayou   Sat 03/26/11 Houston, TX P247 Event Page 

April 

TX - The Rites of the Bay   Sat 04/02/11     

TX - Colorado River Ramble   Sun 04/03/11 Austin, TX P247 Event Page  

TX - Springs Fest (Demo/Sales Event)   Sat 04/09/11 San Marcos, TX   

TX - Race on the Brazos   Sat 04/09/11   Race Website 

TX - Springs Fest   Sun 04/10/11 San Marcos, TX   

TX - ICF State Championship   Sat 04/16/11     

TX - Austin Springs   Sat 04/16/11 Austin, TX   

May 

TX - Texas River Marathon (Prelim)   Sat 05/07/11 Victoria, TX Event Website 

TX - Houston Springs   Sat 05/14/11 Houston, TX   

TX - Holiday Memorial Race   Sat 05/28/11     

June 

TX - The Great Castell Kayak Race   Sat 06/04/11   Race Website 

TX - Texas Water Safari Check-in   Fri 06/10/11 San Marcos, TX Event Website 

TX - Texas Water Safari   Sat 06/11/11 San Marcos, TX Event Website 

TX - Texas Water Safari   Sun 06/12/11 San Marcos, TX Event Website 

TX - Texas Water Safari   Mon 06/13/11 San Marcos, TX Event Website 

http://www.buffalobayou.org/regattabayou.html
http://www.battleonthebayou.com/
http://www.texaswatersafari.org/default.aspx
http://paddle24seven.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=128&Itemid=133
http://www.raceonthebrazos.com/
http://www.texaswatersafari.org/default.aspx
http://www.castelltexas.com/newrace.html
http://www.texaswatersafari.org/default.aspx
http://www.texaswatersafari.org/default.aspx
http://www.texaswatersafari.org/default.aspx
http://www.texaswatersafari.org/default.aspx


 
 
 

TX - Texas Water Safari   Tue 06/14/11 San Marcos, TX Event Website 

TX - Texas Water Safari   Wed 06/15/11 San Marcos, TX Event Website 

TX - Dallas Springs   Sat 06/18/11 Dallas, TX   

YT - Yukon River Quest   Wed 06/29/11 Yukon, CA Race Website 

YT - Yukon River Quest   Thu 06/30/11 Yukon, CA Race Website 

YT - Yukon River Quest   Fri 07/01/11 Yukon, CA Race Website 

YT - Yukon River Quest   Sat 07/02/11 Yukon, CA Race Website 

July 

TX - Orbit the Lake Spaced Out Relay   Sat 07/02/11     

TX - Viaje Del Rio De San Marcos   Fri 07/15/11 San Marcos, TX Race Website 

TX - Viaje Del Rio De San Marcos   Sat 07/16/11 San Marcos, TX Race Website 

TX - Paddle for the Cure   Sat 07/16/11 Dallas, TX Race Website 

TX - Viaje Del Rio De San Marcos   Sun 07/17/11 San Marcos, TX Race Website 

MO- Missouri River 340   Tue 07/19/11 Missouri Race Website 

MO- Missouri River 340   Wed 07/20/11 Missouri Race Website 

http://www.texaswatersafari.org/default.aspx
http://www.texaswatersafari.org/default.aspx
http://www.yukonriverquest.com/
http://www.yukonriverquest.com/
http://www.yukonriverquest.com/
http://www.yukonriverquest.com/
http://viajedelriosanmarcos.com/
http://viajedelriosanmarcos.com/
http://www.hdocc.com/Hoewaa/Paddle_4_the_Cure.html
http://viajedelriosanmarcos.com/
http://rivermiles.com/?page_id=5
http://rivermiles.com/?page_id=5


TCKRA  
2011 Membership Application  

 
 
 
Name: ____________________________________ Date _______________________ 
 
Address: ______________________ City________________ State _____ZIP _______ 
 
Email: ________________________________ Phone: __________________________  
 
Exclude your contact information from the membership directory?  Yes  No  

 
Type of Membership: Youth $5 Individual $15  
 
Family $20 Business $25  
 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP is available to any person age 18 as of January 1 of the membership year.  
 
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP shall consist of the members of a household. The household dependents other 
than the parents or guardians must be less than 18 years of age as of January 1 of the membership year. 
Dependents age 18 as of January 1 of the membership year must obtain their own membership.  
 
YOUTH MEMBERSHIP is available to any person under 18 years of age as of January 1 of the 
membership year.  
 
BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP is available to any organization.  

 
If a Family membership, please list family members below:  
Name         Age (as of Jan 1, 2011)  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------                   ------------------------------------ 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------                   ------------------------------------ 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------                   ------------------------------------ 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------                   ------------------------------------ 
 
Make checks payable to: TCKRA  
 
Send to:  
TCKRA Membership  
444 Pecan Park Dr. 

San Marcos, Texas 78666-8544 

 


