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Questions? Want to contribute to the newsletter?  
 
Joy Emshoff at jle4321@yahoo.com 
Patty Geisinger at pattyjoeg@sbcglobal.net 
 
Membership :   
Sandy Yonley  
 
Membership for 2019 must be renewed unless you are a lifetime member!  Here is the link to the 
website.  Fill out the form and submit at your chosen level and you will be redirected to PayPal.  You 
will receive 2 vinyl TCKRA stickers.   Thank you for supporting Texas paddling sports! 
 
Join the TCKRA now! 
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About the TCKRA  

 

The Texas Canoe and Kayak Racing Association is a statewide club for persons interested in paddle 

sport racing. The primary focus of the club is USCA and ICF class marathon racing, but other 

disciplines of paddle sports are promoted through TCKRA Race Calendar 

In 1971 a group of canoe paddlers with an interest in canoe and kayak racing joined together and 

formed the TCRA (which later evolved into the TCKRA). During the past years the organization has 

grown to one of the largest canoe and kayak clubs in the state. The club is now recognized as the voice 

for canoe racing in Texas and its members have gained national recognition. Each year the TCKRA 

participate s in approximately 20 canoe races and the TCKRA also organizes and sponsors the Texas 

State Canoe and Kayak Racing Championship Series. These championship level race events 

compliment the other annual racing events by recognizing the top competitors in a variety of paddle 

sport disciplines and classes.  

 

Whether you are a novice paddler, intermediate or seasoned racer, TCKRA is a great way to meet new 

people, improve your skills and get out on the river. Our membership spans the state and varies 

widely by age, gender, skill-level and boat type; even our working careers and professions.  We also 

share a great deal in common-the competitive spirit and an enduring love of the water.  

 

Your annual dues help fund events and activities throughout the year and around the state.  

By joining the TCKRA you enjoy the following benefits:  

¶ 4 championship races, (Aluminum, USCA, ICF and Open Water) 

¶ The Martindale Triathlon  

¶ Race discounts for TCKRA members 

¶ Spring and fall river cleanups  

¶ Newsletter 

¶ Texas paddler directory 

¶ Annual banquet 

¶ Paddling clinics ï free to TCKRA members 

¶ 2 TCKRA decals + TShirt for every member 

¶ Tuesday Night Club Paddles  

¶ A TCKRA membership will give you a voice in the racing community and allow us to continue 
to promote canoe and kayak racing in Texas.  

 
Our members paddle kayaks and canoes crafted from wood, plastic, aluminum, carbon and Kevla r. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://tckra.org/events/
http://www.martindaletriathlon.com/
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201 9 TCKRA Officers and Board of Directors  
 

Officers  
Sandy Yonley (President)  

Joy Emshoff (Vice President)  
Grady Hicks (Treasurer) 

Patty Geisinger (Secretary) 
 

Board Members  
Sandy Yonley 
Joy Emshoff 

Ed Jones 
Ginsie Stauss 

Holly Orr  
Jay Daniel 

Patty Geisinger 
Tommy Yonley 

Grady Hicks 
Morgan Kohut  

 
Alternates   

Chris Stevenson 
Matt Murphy  

 
 

201 9 Race Calendar  
 

(Editorôs Note:  We will continue to update the 2019 Race Calendar as soon as information on the races becomes 
available.)  
 

 
June 7th  ï Texas Water Safari Check-In, San Marcos, 12noon-6pm 
June 8-12 th  ï Texas Water Safari, San Marcos to Seadrift , 9am 
Aug. 3rd  -   Neches Wilderness Race, Lake Palestine Spillway, 8am 
Aug . 17th  -     Kanoe Klasika, Smithville to Plum Park, Tx  9 am 
August 24 th  ï TCKRA State Aluminum Championships, FM 969 Bridge to Bastrop, 9 am 
Aug. 31st  ï Colorado River 100, Bastrop to LaGrange, 8 am 
Aug. 31st  ï Up & Back Boat Race, Junction Tx ï South Llano River, 9 am 
Sept. 7 th   ï TCKRA USCA C1/C2 State Championships, Columbus Tx- Howellôs Canoe Livery, 9am 
Sept. 14 -15th  ï 2019 Aluminum Nationals, 969 Bridge to Bastrop Tx 9 am 
Sept. 21st  ïJunior Tx Water Safari, San Marcos to Staples, 9am 
Sept. 2 8 th  ïGreens Bayou Race, Houston, 9 am 
Oct. 5 th  -     Come and Take It, Gonzales Tx 10 am 
Oct. 1 9th  ï Dickinson Bayou Brawl, Dickinson, Tx  9 am 
Oct. 2 6th  ï Martindale Triathlon, Martind ale Tx,  9 am 
Nov. 2 nd  ï Kanu Rennen, New Braunfels 
Nov. 3 rd  ï Fall River Clean Up, San Marcos River, 8:30 am 
Dec. 7th  ï  December Solo, San Marcos, 10 am 
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Paddler Profile 

In each edition of the newsletter, we will feature an 

interesting and accomplished member of the Texas 

Paddling Community. If you would like to nominate 

someone to be featured in the Paddler Profile, please 

email their name and contact info to 

jle4321@yahoo.com 

Jay Daniel  

What is your name and Where are you from originally 

and where do you live now? 

WŀƳŜǎ IΦ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ WǊΦ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ 

while άHorseflyέΦ  LΩƳ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άJuniorέ.  My 

Dad, Jim Daniel did the plug work for the boats that set 

the TWS record in 1992 and 1997 which includes the 

first 6 person boat.  He has only missed one TWS since 

1985. {ŀƴ !ƴǘƻƴƛƻ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ LΩƳ ŦǊƻƳΦ  Martindale is 

home now. 

How and why did you get started in paddling? 

I started paddling in the Boy Scouts. My company name, 

Rainmaker was the name of our troop and the number I 

have used frequently, 167 was the troop number.  

 

How did you get started racing? 

²ƘŜƴ L ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ άenrolledέ, at Southwest Texas, I 

went on several Lower Canyon and Boquillas Trips led 

by Tom Goynes.  I ended up working for him and being 

around the equipment, people and the lore of the TWS 

was too much to not pull me in.   

 

Where do you paddle most frequently? 

¢ƘŜ {ŀƴ aŀǊŎƻǎ wƛǾŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪȅŀǊŘΦ  Also, the 

lower Guadalupe which is the most interesting section 

of the TWS course for me. 

What is your favorite race? 

If we take the TWS out of the equation I would say the 

Mike Simmons Memorial Race aka MAC 4 Night Race.  

 

What is the most interesting race you have done? 

The 2000 Texas Water Safari. The entire year had been 

low water and it started raining during check-in. It 

rained all day Friday and Saturday and the river was 

coming up the entire time. No two teams had the same 

race course and, Chris Paddack and I came from behind 

to win Tandem Unlimited. 

What kind of boats do you paddle? What kind of 

paddles do you use?   

I prefer Texas Unlimited Boats. I use Zone and Zaveral 

Single Blades and Epic Double Blades. 

What is your training regimen?  

It has been pretty lax this year. Normally leading up to a 

TWS itΩǎ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 

Paddling with trail running thrown in. Mostly paddling. 

Lombardi said if you want to play football practice 

ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΦέ LΩǾŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǇŀŘŘƭƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 

years. 

What type of cross training do you do?   

Trail Running  

What kind of food or supplements do you use during 

training and racing?   

Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwiches and Vitalyte. With 

just enough SPIZ to say I have it.  

mailto:jle4321@yahoo.com


5 
 

What are your significant accomplishments in 

paddling?     

None of my paddling accomplishments are mine alone. 

John Mark Harras, Shawn Boyett, Mike Vandeveer and 

Brandon Stafford have each finished four TWS with me. 

LΩƳ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ǊƎƻǎȅ /ǳǇΦ L 

thought my shot at that was long gone and really 

appreciate Andrew, Clay, Ian, Gaston and Chris letting 

an old man drive the boat down the river in 2017. I 

think I am the only person with First through Ninth 

Place trophies in the TWS. Of course I had to send my 

team swimming in the bay last year to get that Fourth 

Place. Winning the MR 340 was pretty cool but nothing 

like the Safari for me. 

 

What do you enjoy most about paddling?  

The people.  90% of my friends are from the paddling 

community.  

Do you have any training or racing goals for the next 

few years?   

I have 18 TWS finishes (gotta get to 20!). I think I have a 

few more in me. I hope Kassy will do it with me one day 

and I hope Kristin will do it with me next year, which is 

10 years since she went. 

 

Do you have any advice or words of wisdom for 

paddlers just starting out?  

IŀǾŜ ŦǳƴΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ 

from people who spend their time on the internet 

giving advice.  Get out there and paddle and learn.  

Any final words? 

LΩŘ ōŜ ǊŜƳƛǎǎ ƛŦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ LΩǾŜ Ƙŀd through the years from my 

wife Kristin and my daughter Kassy.  Kristin has been a 

¢²{ ¢/ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŀƴ LΩǾŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΦ  Kassy 

Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ƘŜǊ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ άIŀǇǇȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅέ ǎƛƎƴΦ !ƭǎƻ LΩǾŜ 

been proud to serve the racing community on the 

¢/Yw! .ƻŀǊŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ флΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢²{ .ƻŀǊŘ 

since 2005. 
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Race Reports  
 

Inaugural Canyon Downriver Race  
Kaitlin Jiral  

 
Photo:  Jill Mulder 

 

We had 13 boats that came to Nichols Landing to Rebecca Creek Boat Ramp (#11) on the Guadalupe above Canyon Lake 
for the first running of the Canyon Downriver race!  It was a total of 16 miles, of which 12 miles where whitewater and a 
very slow 4 flat miles at the end.  It included some fun class II rapids.  We required everyone to wear life jackets and 
have bailing systemsτthat was a good choice!  It was limited to aluminum, solo unlimited and tandem unlimited.   I 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ Ŧǳƴ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǳŀŘŀƭǳǇŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜΗ  Thanks to Joe & Renee Mynar 
and Darryl & Kathi Jiral for helping in so many ways! Although it was a rather last minute, inaugural yearτI think it will 
be coming back for sure! 
 

 
Photos:  Patty Geisinger  

  



7 
 

Martindale Athletic Club (MAC) Races  
Kaitlin Jiral  

 

 
Photo:  Patty Geisinger

 
     To summarize the 2019 MAC Race Series:  

Everyone Showed Up!  And although weather caused us 

to miss MAC #2, the modified course for #3 seemed to 

work well!! 

MAC #1:  City Park to Spencers:   

MAC #2: Cancelled due to Weather 

MAC #3:  Upriver Staples to Luling 90 

MAC #4:  Palmetto to Gonzo Gravel Bar 

  

23 boats for MAC #1 was a fun time! We had mostly 

solos ŀƴŘ ǘŀƴŘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ Ƨŀǳƴǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ {ǇŜƴŎŜǊΩǎΗ 

 
Photo:  Kate Tart  

 

MAC #3 was a wild time with an Epic 32 boats headed 

upstream from Staples bridge to a buoy turn and back 

down to portage the dam ς eventually leading to Luling 

90.  The TCKRA FB team was out in force for this oneτ

lots of video and photos from all over! 

 

Photo:  Kate Tart  

MAC # 4:  The Michael P Simmons Memorial Night Race 

was our biggest race yet!  42 boats took off at dusk 

from Palmetto State Park in good water!  The annual 

post-race catfish party where paddlers relaxed under 

the moonlight in Gonzales and shared stories was very 

fun!   

 
Photo:  Sandy Yonley 
 
 
 

  


